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What to expect

A bit of history
Pre-B era
The Bs
Cancels
Chops
Fakes
Eye candy
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Reign of King Mongkut (Rama IV)

Spent 27 years as a monk

Studied Latin, French, English, Science &
- History

Accession to the throne in 1851 (aged 47)
Installed foreign advisers

Sent nobles to study overseas
Died in 1868
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(Somdet Phra Poramenthra Maha Mongkut King of Siam)




\ﬁl-»:w rs Arrive in Numbers

cach Bradley MD arrives with printing press
blishing The Bangkok Recorder, the first newspaper
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'lan ISsues [1859 - 1867]
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Only identifiable on cover by date line or chop
Through Singapore Post Office
First Straits Settlements stamps not issued until 1 September 1867
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On mail via the Pacific route,
placed in Hong Kong mail by favour.




SIS Settlements Issues [1867-1885]
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The first Straits stamps were issued on 1 Sept 1867.

Identified on cover or from postmarks [1882 onwards] and chops.



lish Sailor's Letters
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Lot 2511 Christie's Robson Lowe in Zurick #8167
held 14 May 1987. Sold for 1125 Swiss Franks.
[1881 GB 1d lilac. BPA certified (1986)



BYitish Consular Post Office - Bangkok

with Britain

onsulate opens

mmunity requests use of Consulate's mails service
PMG, Singapore

Fir , he Br. Consulate acting as PM, Bangkok

Mail sent to/fron apore by Steamer every 20 days

Chief Constable becomes Postmaster

Formal Postal agreement with Singapore GPO

First shipment of B-overprinted stamps reaches Bangkok

Siamese PO inaugurates a local service within the City of Bangkok.
Last day of service at the Br. Consulate PO

Siam joins the UPU and begins handling all internal and external mails




eal People

TTEN HILLIER ROBERT
SCHOMBURGK
(1804-1865)
Second Consul
(1857-1864)
|
HENRY ARTHUR GARDNER £ oo B CAPT M. C. EDLEFSEN
Died at Bangkok o : Mar. 15, 1830 - Oct. 2, 1897
August 20th 1884 Born in Heligoland
at the age of 56 Died in Bangkok




The B's [1882-1885]
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Total Number of Stamps Printed = 51,415 [22 or 23 Issues + varieties]
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Excess ink often pushes out of the
_ die impression giving the edges a
: jagged appearance

v under at least 15 power



T he Bs - A Closer Look

Stanley Gibbons since 2010
See: Norris, Andrew, Bangkok, the British Post Office in 1882, published in Gibbons Stamp Monthly, February 2008.






ancellations

Four-bars Chequerboard CDS
(too new) (1883-?) (1883-1885)
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The Borneo
Company Limited
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Falck & Beidek Falck, Bramann & Beidek Mahomedbhoymoocha Roger Clarke &
Limited Co.






UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
STRATITS SETTLEMENT-S
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There is no evidence that these were officially issued - bogus!
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kok

1885 June 30 - Last day of
service at the Br. Consulate
PO

1885 July 1 - Siam joined
the UPU and began
handling all internal and
external mails
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stamp altered in some way to increase its value.

paired, with perforations removed or altered, margins
r overprints added, removed or altered.]

ostage stamp made intentionally to

ictionary by Douglas Patrick & Mary Patrick, Musson Nook Company, Toronto. 1972



STRAITS SETTLEMENTS!]
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overprints cancellations stamps covers stationery
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 32-cent red instead of black crown & value.
e 2¢ on 32¢ never issued.
Both wrong B.

chop is that of the well know firm of
RAUTENBERG SCHMIDT & Co. that never
operated in Bangkok.

Wrong B
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Dates out of Range.
Wrong B.



Viore Easily Identifiable Fakes

A fake Bangkok Issue with the PERFIN of John Little & Co.This firm never had offices in.
Bangkok.

Moreover, NO PERFINS were used on the stamps that went through the Br. Consulate's
Post Office.
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Wrong Style:

There should be no stop after the "B"

Too Tall: [cotrect height = 5 6mm)]

The B on the 12¢ stamp is 6. 5mm tall, 16% too tall.

The B on the 8¢ stamp is 7mm tall, 25% too tall.

Too Short: [correct height = 5.6mm]

The B on the 5S¢ stamp is 4 5mm tall, 20% too short.

The B on the 4¢ stamp is 4. 7mm tall, 16% too short.




‘e More Easily Identifiable

Type 1 Type 2

2.6mm 2.8mm

| Wrong Style: [Compare with the sample B]

® The B is 5 4 mm tall instead of 5.6 mm_

o [Unfortunately, the image does not show sufficient detain to see that there is no die imprint ]
® The serifs are wrong.

® The bottom of the lower loop bulges, instead of being flat.



| STRAITS SETTLEMENTS Scott # 41a F-VF USED
} BANGKOK Cancel [5 USD)

Oh no!
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puter Generation Fakes

Fake on eBay Nov 2008

)

The cancellation was
copied and printed on
a genuine Hong Kong
above.
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Security Markings
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Examples of Stamps with Chops that Are the Only Means of Identifying
Them as Originating at Bangkok

A knowledge of the firms in Bangkok & the Straits Settlements helps
in identifying fake from genuine stamps and covers.
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BANGKOK (Glam)

Some Firm Chops Found on Bangkok Issues

A. Bjurling & Co. [Operating as early as 1879 and liquidated in 1885]
A. Markwald & Co. [Established in 1857]

Clarke & Co. [?]

E. Lamarche & Cie. [Operating as early as 1879]

Ed. Bonneville [Operating as early as 1879]

F.de Jesus & Co. [Operating as early as 1877]

Falck & Beidek [Established in 1878 liquidated with WWI]
Malherbe Jullien & Co. [Established in 1866]

Moeller & Meisner [Established in 1871]

Pickenpack Thies & Co. [Established in 1857]

Remi, Schmidt & Co. [Establishedin 1857]

Shaw & Chalant 2]

Siam Daily Advertiser [Began publishing in 1869]

The Bomeo Company Limited [Established in Bangkok in 1856]
Windsor, Redlich & Co. [Established in 1871]

Windsor, Rose & Co. [Established in mid-1880's]

Other firms may eventually be identified.
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Security Markings - Straits Settlements
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Chartered Mercantile Bank / PENANG  H.&S.B.C. = Hongkong & Shanghai
Banking Corporation

Gilfillan, Wood & Co / SINGAPORE G & Co = Guthrie & Co. Syme & Co. / SINGAPORE

Fake Bangkok Stamps ldentified because of Firm Chops
All the stamps show the genuine use of firm chops only used in the Straits Settlements, neverin
Bangkok. In each pair a fake Bangkok issues was created by adding a large black B.



I'hat's about it, but:
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Ina Leonowens

IR

dia in 1831

8 to Thomas Leon Owens

nder of the company that still bears his name Jand a daughter, Avis

enang in 1859

in Singapore for the children of British officers, but it failed

n Bangkok as a tutor to the children of the King

o the United States and settled in New York city, Staten Island, where she established a
2achers in the kindergarten system

*+ 1870 "The English C

* 1872 "The Romance o

* 1876 Avis marries Thomas Fyshe,

+ 1876 they all moved to Halifax, where M

* During her time in Nova Scotia, she:

* pioneered many social programs and cultural institutions

* was heavily involved with the Halifax and National Councils of Women

* was a strong advocate of suffrage and of education

+ founded the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in 1887. The Anna Leonowens Gallery is a public
exhibition space and resource centre within the College

* 1897 Thomas Fyshe and family moved to Montreal where he was a manager of the Merchants Bank of Canada.

In Montreal they lived at 70 McTavish Street next to McGill University.

she taught Sanskrit at McGill

902 Avis dies

~ 1911 Thomas died

* 19 January 1915, Anna died at the age of 85. She is buried in Mount Royal Cemetery

en -f_or the Bank of British North America
yshe worked for the Bank of Nova Scotia
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