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Canada Envelope Company FDCs
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· The Canada Envelope Company, or Canecoas it 

is sometimes called, produced an extensive 

series of attractive Canadian FDCs. They can 

often be recognized by the Canecologo printed 

on the rear of the envelopes.

· For some unknown reason not all the Caneco

cachets contain the printed logo. Several cachets 

from the 1950s can be found with and without 

the logo.

· The Montreal based Canada Envelope Company 

was founded in 1874. In 1954, while under the 

ownership of the Thompson family, a FDC 

program was initiated. The program was 

intended as a promotional strategy and the 

covers were mailed out via a clients list  The list 

included customers whose names were 

submitted by sales reps and employees who 

requested to be included. For the employees, 

permission was obtained from the General 

Manager who was aptly named Mr. Christmas!

· Despite the coversô promotional intent, 

· it is clear that significant numbers were also 

made available for the general FDC collector. 

Many covers, some unaddressed, have been 

found with unofficial cancellations from post 

offices across the country. Canecocovers sent

· out through the company program carry 

official Ottawa cancellations, contain an 

information stuffer and are always addressed. 

The extent and duration of the óretailô 

distribution is not known but certainly Caneco

covers were available in a number of cities.

· The program spanned some twenty 

years during a period when interest in 

Canadian first day covers was at an all time 

high. The earliest known cover was prepared 

in late 1954 for Sc. 349/350 and the last for 

Sc. 611, released in early 1973. The cachets 

and enclosures for the earliest and latest 

Canecocachets are show in Figures 2 through



[ƻǾŜƭƭΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ - Montreal
·1900 Canada Envelope Co., 

G.C. Wilcocks pres: R.W. Elliott 
vice-pres; L. Wilcocks secy., 443 
St James 

·1902-1903 Canada Envelope 
Co., G.C. Wilcocks pres: R.W. 
Elliott vice-pres and managing 
director, L. Wilcocks secy., 34a 
Latour

· 1903-1904 Canada Envelope 
Co., F.W. Evans pres: R.W. 
Elliott vice-pres and managing 
director, L. Wilcocks secy., 34a 
Latour

·1906-1907 Canada Envelope 
Co., F.W. Evans pres: R.W. 
Elliott managing director, L. 
Wilcocks secy., 34b Latour

·1910-1911 Canada Envelope Co ., 
F.W. Evans pres: R.W. Elliott 
managing director, L. Wilcocks
secy., 34b Latour

·1913-1914Canada Envelope Co., 
L. Wilcocks secy., 38-42 Latour, 
factory 15-17 Busby Lane

·1920-1921 Canada Envelope 
Co., R W Elliott mgr 17 Busby 



George C. Wilcocks

1st President of Caneco

·The first version of The Granby 
Leadernewspaper appears 

May 21, 1891.

·The weekly newspaper is printed 
and published by George C. 
Wilcocks. In 1900, Wilcocksleft 
Granby for a management position 
with the Canada Envelope 
Company.] . He then sold the paper 
to NA Meyer and FC Rice, who 
ran the paper for some time. 

https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.ca&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Granby_Leader-Mail&usg=ALkJrhjmB92RxrVVQcaEXR010MC-IGz0KA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.ca&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Granby_Leader-Mail&usg=ALkJrhjmB92RxrVVQcaEXR010MC-IGz0KA
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:George_C._Wilcocks_-_The_Granby_Leader-Mail.jpg


Frederick William Evans
2nd President
· became a councilor of Cote St. 

Antoine, now Westmount, in 1889, 

and re-entered Council in 1893 and 

served until 1902. He was Mayor 

1896-7. He was council member of the 

Montreal Board of Trade in 1897, 

Treasurer in 1899, and first vice-

president in 1910. He (was) president 

of the Dominion Guarantee Company, 

Canada Envelope Company and the 

West End Land Company.

· In 1877 he married Mary 
L.Wilcocks, daughter of Arthur 
Wilcocks, Mayor of Richmond, 
Que.



Perseverance Pays Off

·The Canada Envelope Company was incorporated by 

Quebec letters patent with capital stock of $25,000.00 

($750,000.00 2017 dollars). The parties incorporated are 

Arthur Wilcocks, of Richmond; Lawrence Wilcocks, 

broker, of Montreal; George Cornish Wilcocks, 

manufacturer, of Montreal; Robert William Elliott, 

stationer, of Montreal and Frederick William Evans, 

insurance manager, of Montreal.



WilcocksΩ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ǊŜŜ(Canecorelated in bold)

Ɇ James Blackmore Wilcocks 1809-1880
Ɇ w. Mary Stone 1810-1868

·

·

·

Horace S. Wilcocks 1835 Arthur Wilcocks
· w. Caroline E Wilcocks 1841       b. about 1836 England          

d. November 1917
· w. Marion F. Wilcocks
·

·

·

·

·

Lawrence Wilcocks George Cornish Wilcocks Mary L. Wilcocks m. Frederick William Evans 1870
· b. England Aug. 1871 b. 1870 b. 1850
· d. November 17 1914 d. April 9, 1901 d. circa 1940
·

·

·

·

· Bertha SelinaMarion Evans   m. Ernest James Christmas 1906
· b. 1877
· d. 1955
·

·

·

Kenneth E. Christmas 
· b. March 12, 1911
· d. March 7, 2002



Arthur Wilcocks
·Mayor of Richmond QC

·When his father James 
Blackmore Wilcocks
died in 1880, his estate 
×ÁÓ ÖÁÌÕÅÄ ÁÔ lάίΪȟΪΪΪȢ
With his inheritance he 
was probably the main 
investor in the company.



Trooper George Cornish Wilcocks South African Constabulary  
Died April 9, 1901



Names of Those Whose Graves are 
Unmarked.



George C. Wilcocks was the proprietor of The Leader, Granby Quebec. 
He sold the business in 1900 to become the first president of the 
Canada Envelope Company.



Thomas H. Christmas & Sons, Aetna Life Insurance Co. 
Son Ernest James Christmas married Bertha SelinaMarion 
Evans, daughter of F.W. Evans. Their son Kenneth E. became 
president of the company in 1968 retiring in 1972.



Blotter from L.P. Turgeon Stationers, 46 Garneau, Quebec City (1921-
1980). Advertising the sale of products for the Canada Envelope 
Company.


