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ÅEssays- Proposed 

Designs, Unissued Values 

ÅProgressive Die Proofs 

ÅDie Proofs 

ÅPosthumous Die Proofs 

 

ÅPlate Proofs 

ÅImperforates 

ÅTrial Proofs-Colour, Paper 

ÅSpecimen Overprints 

 



Essay Proposal ςVon Angeli Portrait 

Last sighting ς Robson Lowe Auction 
ά{ŎŜƴƛŎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ tǊƻƻŦǎ ϧ 9ǎǎŀȅǎ 
auction , Nov 1982 

Robson Lowe Catalog 



Essay Proposals ς άмфth /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ 5ŜǎƛƎƴǎ 

All images courtesy Library & Archives Canada website 



Downey Portrait Essays 

Double Garland Essay Single Garland Essay 

Ex. Lindemann Ex. Lindemann 



Summary of all known proposed essays 



 Secondary Die after Value Added 

ÅVignette engraved by Charles 
Skinner 
ÅOval frame complete 
ÅBasic outer frame  
ÅLeaves in all four corners 
ÅNo spandrel detailing  

   Secondary Die for ½ Cent Value 



 
Essays ς Unissued Values ς 15, 20 & 50 Cent 
 

Ex. Brigham Ex. Brigham Ex. Brigham 

Two sets of black die essays exist. Only this set has die numbers. 



Comparison of Unhardened Die Proofs & Essays 

VSC6000 used to: 
ÅCompare all Unhardened Die Proofs with 

each other 
ÅCompare die proof with unissued essays 
ÅCompare unissued essays with each other 

Half Cent and Two Cent comparison 



Comparison of Unhardened Die Proofs & Essays 

ÅMisalignment between unhardened die 
proofs and unissued essays can be 
attributed to different paper (India vs 
coated paper)  
ÅIndividual leaves on die proof and 

unissued essays aligned 
ÅUnissued essays aligned with each other. 
Conclusion- They all originate from a 
Master Die with leaves engraved on it 
  



Engravers Progress Proofs with Die Imprints 

Working copies on glossy paper for checking die development progress 

Only known set 


