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| New Republic -----—---- the early revenue stamps

The early revenue stamps used in the New Republic were extremely primitive, and
very few of them remain. They were made by the Postmaster, A.de Vletter, on an as-needed
basis. He simply cut rectangles from pieces of foolscap, and struck them with a rubber
handstamp inscribed “Gouvts. Zegel N.R.” or “Gouvst. Zegel N.R.” (meaning
“Government Stamp New Republic™). He then filled in the value by hand, added his
initials, and had them countersigned “The” (for “Thesaurier”, meaning Treasurer) by the
Treasurer of the Republic. The stamps were not dated.

Revenue stamps were required for official documents such as deeds of transfer of
real estate, powers of attorney, acknowledgements of debt and various court documents.
The early revenue stamps were used starting in mid-1885, but were replaced by the
permanent stamps, presumably by the end of 1885.

The first two stamps (on the same document) are Jonkers type 1b;
according to him ONLY TWO EACH OF THE 10s AND 6d STAMPS OF TYPE 1b
HAVE SURVIVED. The others are type 2b (the 7s6d stamp) and type 2a (13s).
According to Jonkers ONLY ONE OF THE 7s6d STAMPS HAS SURVIVED, AND
NONE OF THE 13s. On this basis, the LATTER STAMP IS PROBABLY
UNIQUE.



 New Republic ----------- the one penny black |

All New Republic stamps (other than those shown on the previous page) were
handstamped, one at a time, on gummed paper imported from Europe, and were
perforated 11%. All have the same minimalist design, and all but the penny blacks on
this page were printed in violet. No one knows why these stamps were printed black
rather than violet.

The rare one penny black is listed number 1 in the catalogues, but may not have
been the first stamp issued or used in the Republic. It has a printed date January 9, 1886,
but there are other stamps (1d violet and 2d) bearing that date, and other denominations
(10s and 10s6d) dated January 7, 1886, and a number of others dated simply January
1886. Moreover, stamps bearing a particular date were not necessarily issued, or even
printed, on that date.

NOT MANY PENNY BLACKS WERE ISSUED, AND FEWER HAVE
SURVIVED. Jonkers, the most reliable authority, said he knew of nine copies, although
the dealer Gaertner in 2010 claimed there were about 17 extant. All known copies are
used, and bear a reddish Vryheid cancel.
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The stamp on a piece bears a reddish Jonkers type OSDI1 oval (Pirie type II)
cancel dated 19 April (1886). The other stamp shows part of a similar cancel.

Cert. of authenticity of the right-hand stamp, Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa, no.
11427, dated 20.6.2002. SG1



| New Republic ---

dated stamps on yellow paper , no embossed arms |

This category of stamps was issued in 25 denominations (counting”2/6”
separately from “2s6d”. etc.), ranging from 1d to 30s.

Jonkers states categorically that he knows of no New Republic stamps over 4d
that were ever used for postage. The Robson Lowe Encyclopaedia of British Empire
Postage Stamps goes further: “only the 1d and 2d values were recognized as valid for

postal duty ...

all the rest were manufactured for and delighted the hearts of early

collectors”. Some of the higher values were, however, used as revenue stamps.

The 1d violet stamp comes with no fewer than 23 different dates (nine of which
are not given values in the Stanley Gibbons catalogue).

IMPERFORATE (Cert. RPS) and part perf. stamps:
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New Republic --------- dated stamps on yellow paper, no embossed arms

A selection of dates of the 1d stamp (JUL 7 86 is a rare date):
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