
 



New the revenue stam

The early revenue stamps used in the New Republic were extremely primitive, and

very few of them remain. They were made by the Postmaster, A.de Vletter, on an as-needed

basis. He sirnply cut rectangles from pieces of foolscap, and struck them with a rubber

handstamp inscribed "Gouvts. ZegelN.R." or "Gouvst. Zegel N.R." (meaning

"Government Stamp New Republic"). He then filled in the value by hand, added his

initials, and had them countersigned o'The" (for "Thesaurier", meaning Treasurer) by the

Treasurer of the Repubiic. The starnps were not dated.

Revenue stamps were required for official documents such as deeds of transfer of

real estate, powers of attomey, acknowledgements of debt and various court documents.

The early revenue stamps u'ere used starting in mid-1885, but were replaced by the

perrnanent stamps. presumably' by the end of 1885.
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The first two stamps (on the same document) are Jonkers type 1b;

according to him ONLY TWO EACH OF THE 10s AND 6d STAMPS OF TYPE Ib
HAVE SURVIVED. The others are type 2b (the 7s6d stamp) and type 2a (13s).

According to Jonkers ONLY ONE OF THE TsGd STAMPS HAS SURVIVED, AND

NONE OF THE 13s. On this basis, the LATTER STAil,lP lS PROBABLY

UNIQUE.
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New lic ----*----- the one black

All New Republic stamps (other than those shown on the previous page) were
handstamped, one at a time, on gummed paper imported from Europe, and were
perforated lllr. All have the same minimalist design, and all but the penny blacks on
this page were printed in violet. No one knows why these stamps were printed black
rather than violet.

The rare one penny black is listed number 1 in the catalogues, but may not have
been the first stamp issued or used in the Republic. It has a printed date January 9,1886,
but there are other stamps (ld violet and 2d) bearing that date, and other denominations
(10s and 10s6d) dated January 7, 1886, and a number of others dated simply January
1886. Moreover, stamps bearing a particular date were not necessarily issued, or even
printed, on that date.

NOT MANY PENI\TY BLACKS WERE ISSUED, AND FEWER HAYE
STIRYIVED. Jonkers, the most reliable authority, said he knew of nine copies, although
the dealer Gaerbrer in 2010 claimed there were about 17 extant. All known copies are
used, and bear a reddish Vryheid cancel.

The stamp on a piece bears a reddish Jonkers type OSD1 oval (Pirie type II)
cancel dated tr9 April (1886). The other stamp shows part of a similar cancel.

Cert. of authenticity of the right-hand stamp, Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa, no.
11427, dated 20.6.2002. SGl

.'i6

d:

' r-: r--t :. . : [.1

'rJil.;-p,6:1:1i1i4-

I
.r rJA:\j dl$

. irjir,AFr5lliii..&"

I

!t 77r



New dated on no embossed arms

This category of stamps was issued in 25 denominations (counting"2l6"

separately from "2s6d". etc.), ranging from ld to 30s.

Jonkers states categorically that he knows of no New Republic stamps over 4d

that were ever used for postage. The Robson Lowe Encyclopaedia of British Empire

Postage Stamps goes further: "only the 1d andZdvalues were recognized as valid for

postal duty ... all the rest were manufactured for and delighted the hearts of early

collectors". Some of the higher values were, however, used as revenue stamps.

The 1d violet stamp comes with no fewer than23 different dates (nine of which

are not given values in the Stanley Gibbons catalogue).

IMPERFORATE (Cert. RPS) and part perf. stamps:

A scarce multiple:
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New on no embossed arms

A selection of dates of the 1d stamp (JUL 7 86 is arare date):
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New dated on low no ernbossed arms

A COVER TO CAPE TOWN, IN TI{E CAPE COLONY:
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1d stamp on yellow paper, no embossed arms, dated 30 AUG 86, tied by red

circular cancel (Jonkers type PKl, Pirie type trI) date illegible.

1d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Transvaal 2d stamp paid

for postage within the South African Republic (ZAR) and Cape Colony.

There is a photo of this cover on p. 164 of Jonkers. According to him,

the Transvaal stamp is cancelled *Utrecht ..." On the reverse there are transit

marks "G.P.O. Transvaal DEC 4 86' and *GPO Capetown Dec 13 86".

According to Jonkers (f,.222),this is ONE OF TWO KNOWN COYERS

WITH THE PKl HANDSTAMP.
[Certificate RPS no. 7332224 June 1970.]
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New dated on no embossed arms

The 2d stamp in this category is also common.

Imperf.
verticalll'.

"2d" to right.

Dates

De Vletter
buckle cancel.

Jonkers fype PK2

(Pirie III) cancel).

Double
impression.
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New dated on no embossed arms

The 3d:

It was printed with six different dates

DOUBLE
IMPRESSION
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New on dated no embossed arms,

The 4d and 6d:

The 4d was printed with the three follou'ing dates:

The 4d stamps dated 6 sEP 86 har,e ditl-erent shades.

The 6d stamps were printed rvith ser-en dift-erent dates:

THIS DATE NOT

LISTED

The cancets are de Vletter buckles
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New dated on no embossed arms

The 9d, ls and 1/s:

The 9d was printed with five dates:

Both of these have DOUBLE IMPRESSIOI{S. LH stamp RPS Cert

Three other dates:

The X s and rare 1/s are found with only the following dates:

lLhe i s with this date is unique, according to Jonkem-)
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New dated on no embossed arms

The 1/6, 1s6d, 1s6, 2s, 216 and 2s6d:

The 1i6 (printed u'ith 5 dates), 1s6d (3 dates) and 1s6 (1 date):

The 2s (printed rvith 3 dates) and216 (5 dates) :

The 2s6d (printed u'ith 5 dates):

The highlighted stamp has a de Vletter buckle cancel, and A DOUBLE
\aERTICAL ROW OF PERFORATIONTS. (APS cert.)
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New Republic proofs or essays of dated stamps, with no embossed arms

Proofs or Essays of the 2s6d stamp:

The block of "essays". Photo of the reYerse of the block

What purpose did this block serve? Essays or proofs?

The Royal Philatelic Society certificate, dated 12 July 2017 (no. 225878) states:

"New Republic 1886-87 SG No. 36 2s6d violet - iregular block Five -
imperforate - with 19 Aug 86 dates - printed on reverse of ledger page - Trial
Strike as SG36 * is genuine. Obs: assumed to be essays for the issued stamp."

Jonkers 1986 (pag e 244) shows a "so-called proof sheet" found in the Pretoria Postal
\4useum, containing 5 1 stamps of 17 denominations. There appear to be perforations.
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The RPSL's description "trial strike" sounds accurate. That would indicate an "essaf'.
Jonkers 1997, on the other hand says (page I 10) that stamps on blue paper are proofs, if the
paper is ruled. The reverse of this block clearly shows ruled lines, although the paper is not
blue. Jonkers shows, on the ffIme page,pictures of a number of single ooproofs".
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Accompanylng handwritten note.

This note may be translated as follows:

"afdrukken" ------- prints

"gekochte blok (groote)" purchased block (large)

"kleine blok in doos" small block in box

"eigen gemaakte in doosje" ------- self made [hand made?] in small box

This accompanying handwriuen note does not help in identifring the

purpose of the block, nor do the notes on the block itself, except that "prints" may

refer to strikes.

The five strikes or images appear to be identical, except for differences in

tone. We can probably assume that the date on the proofs, 19 AUG 86, was the

date when the proofs were printed.

The proofs (or essays) could have been used for stamps on yellow paper or

blue granite paper (SG 14 or 36, in particular).

Obviously the notation "proofs RRR!" is a modern addition, an accurate one

as this is clearly a rare item.



dated on no embossed arms

The 4/s, 5s, 5/6 and 5s6d:

5s There are six dates known.

5s block.
(RPS cert. no. 141496)

5/6 Double impression.
RPS Cert. no. 115545

The 5s6d used is unlisted used.

De Vletter cancel.
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New Re dated sta on low , no embossed arms

The 716,7s6d, and 10s:

Blue (or blued) ink.
Cert. .{PS no. i90755.

Imperf verticalll'.
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New dated no embossed armson

The 10s6, 10s6d, 13s, f1, and 30s:

7 Ian 86: earliest printed date on New
Republic stamps. Note de Vletter buckle
cancel on used stamp.

13s TINCOMMON

RH f 1 stamp shows a diagonal violet line
apparently applied during the printing process.

PIED-A-PIED
TETE-BECHE pair.
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Neu'Republic dated stamps on _vellorv paper . no embossed arms

The 10s6, 10s6d, 13s, !1, and 30s:

7 lan 86: earliest printed date on New
Republic stamps. Note de Vletter buckle
cancel on used stamp.

13s UNCOMMON

RH f 1 stamp shows a diagonal violet line
apparently applied during the printing process.

PIED-A-PTED
TETE-BECm pair.
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\ eu' - dated on blue no embossed arms

There are 22 denominations in this category, printed in violet on blue
granit€ paper wi&out any embassing, and bearing dates.

The ld stamp:

There are 13 listed ddes, of which ten are exhibited below. Duplicates
show diffe,rent sstings, sizes or pqper colour:s.

DOUBLE IMPRESSION. Jonkers fype PK1

(Pirie III) cancel.
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New Republic - dated stamps on blue granite paper, no embossed arms

The 2d:

Jonkers (page 114) remarks on the "double impressions, careless

printing/perforating and possibly deliberate errors" in New Republic stamps. In

particular, he notes (at page 115) that "Varieties with the value or parts of the design

missing may have been produced intentionally". And so we have this stamp with NO

DENOMINATION, probably apart of a sheet of the 2d (see SG27b):

Used, ms cancel by Von Levetzow,
the Magistrate of the New Republic. SG27
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New blic - dated on blue te , no embossed arms

Jonkers, writing in 1989, said that "so far about 125 postal items from Vrijheid have

been found". (The Vryheid post office was the only one in the republic.) In his 1997 text he

lists the covers that were known to him at that time; the cover below is not on that list.

Since New Republic stamps were not valid beyond its borders, stamps of the

neighbouring country had to be affixed. The Vryheid dispatch marks indicate that South

African Republic stamps were affixed in the New Republic. The question here is, why were

stamps of South African Repub lic (Transvaal). its bour to the north, bv the

postal s in Natal. sh whose territorv the Ieffer nassed to cet to Durban?

The sender of the leffer appears to have been the postmaster, Mr Jacob Duiven, who

sent the letter to his father, in Stadskanaal.
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The cover was mailed at Vryheid on February 19, 1888, arrived in transit in Dundee, Natal,

on February 2I, and at Durban, on the coast, on February 24.The arrival date at Stadskanaal

is illegible.
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New - dated s on blue , no embossed arms

A SECOND COVER FROM TIM POSTMASTER TO HOLLAND

Franked by 2d stamp, tied by Vryheid oval date stamp (type OSD3) dated 17

Jul. 88, and by the cachet of the sender, Jac. Duiven, the postmaster. Mailed to his

father in Holland, via Natal and London, and therefore also franked by two Natal

stamps 6d (SG 24) and 2d on 3d (SG105), tied by Natal cds. According to the BPA

certificate (no. 53,833 dated 13 March, 2000) the "T" and "5d" are accounting

marks. The coloured ms marks may indicate British/Dutch postage payable by the

recipient. Backstamped Helpmakaar (lrlatal), Natal GPO, London and Stadskanaal.

The New Republic ceased to exist on July 21,1888, mere days after this

letter w'as mailed. It is shorvn on the front cover of Jonkers' 1989 publication.
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The cover arrived in transit at Helpmakaar, Natal, on July 23,1888, at

London on August2l, and at Stadskanaal on August2Z.
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New republic * dated stamps on blue granite paper, no embossed arms

The 3d,4d and 6d:

Left: PIED-A-PIED
rtrn -

stcHr PArR; and

fught: Pair, upper stamp

of which has a DOUBLE
IMPRESSION.
(RPS cert. no. 1 I 5544,29 Oct.

1980.)

Double impression,
Cert. RPS no. 115543.

Used (Jonkers type PKl cancel.

Stamp partially printed on reYerse.

SG28,28a,29,34
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New dated on blue te , no embossed arms

The 9d and 1s:

Shifted double impression
BPA Cert. no. 2563,July 16,1979

PI ED.A.PI ED TETE.EECHE PAIR

sG31,32,32a



New lic - dated s on blue no embossed arms

1s varieties, 1s6d, and 1/6:

Double impression. Imperf. vertically. Frame-line gap.

Setting: 1s6d to left.
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PIED.,,I.PIED
TETE-BECI{E Pair.
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New lic ---- dated on blue te no embossed arms

2s to 5s6d:

DOUBLE IMPRESSION

Cert APS

No. 199048.

DOUBLE
IMPRESSION.

SG35 to 40
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New Republic dated stamps on blue granite paper, no embossed arms

5/6 to 30s:

rtrs-ntcr{E pair.
(Phil. Foundation Cert. A56413, 2127 189).

SG41 to 47
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New dated on with embossed arms

The arms of the Republic, shown below, are found embossed on many

stamps of the New Republic. The embossing was applied to each stamp

individually. It is not clear whether the arms were applied before or after the

printing.Generally the embossing does not show the fire and spears on the

upper side of the shield, or the side ornaments, but the four lines below the

shield are usually evident.

Sometimes the arms show better on the reverse, as on the above 1d stamps,
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New with embossedon

There are only four denominations in this category, printed with a

number of different dates. Only a sampling of dates is shown.

1d, arms upright:

1d, arms inverled:

SG48,48a

dated
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New Re lic --------- dated on

The 2d, 4d and 6d stamps:

with embossed affns
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New -- dated on blue with embossed arms

Jonkers and other commentators are unable to say why the New Republic

started to used embossed arns, but speculate that it may have been to discourage

forgeries. The embossing was done stamp by stamp, which may explain inverted or

slanted arrns, pairs with t6te-b6che affns and double impressions of arms.

Only 1d and 2d stamps of this type (dated, blue granite paper, embossed

arms) were issued. As usual, they were printed with a variety of dates. Stamps with

invefted afins are as common as those with upright arms.

1d, upright arrns:
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New Republic - dated stamps on blue granite paper, with embossed afins

The 1d inverted arrns:

Jonkers type PK2 cancel.

SG52a
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Neu'Republic - dated stamps on blue granite paper. with embossed arrns

The 2d:

Upright anns. Inverted arrns

Inverted arrns

T TB.EECHE ARMS.

SG52, 52a,53,53a. 53b
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New Republic -- undated stamps on blue granite paper, with embossed arms

There are seven denominations in this category (undated, on blue granite

paper, with embossed arms).

There does not appear to have been any plan or system in place for choosing

the various categories of stamps. Perhaps the postmaster simply used whatever was

available at the time.

The 1d:

Arms upright block and single.

Jonkers type

ODS2 cancel.

Arrrs omitted.

Setting *1d" to right.
Shifted affns.

rE TE.A-TE TE TETE-BECHE
Pair. Setting: *1d" to right.

sG72,7?b,72e



New undated on blue with embossed arrns

A COVER TO PRETORIA, IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC
(Z.A.R.):

;8"/Z

A pair of the undated 1d stamps on blue granite paper, with embossed arms,
struck by a Jonkers type PK2 (Pirie type lll) cancel.
2d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Transvaal 2d stamp paid for
postage within the Z.A.R. There is a transit cancel "utrecht Dec. g g7"/
Z.A.R." on the Transvaal stamp, and an arrival mark on the reverse, "G.P.O. Dec.
16 87 Transvaal".
Listed in Jonkers (p. 219).
Certiflcate K. Ceremuga 13110t2011, no. 8886.



New undated on blue with embossed arns

A COVER FRONT TO PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC

(Z.A.R.):

/r 1r
l

l

I

A single undated 2d stramp on blue granite paper, with embossed arms, struck by a

Jonkers type PI(2 (Pirie type lll) cancel.
Addressed to Pretoria, Z.A.R.
2d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Transvaal2d stamp paid for
postage within the Z.A.R. There is a transit cancel 'Utrecht Oct...'/
Z.A.R." on the Transvaalstamp.
Not listed in Jonkers.
Certificate Philatelic Federation of South Aftica ns. 13581,28 Feb.2011.
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New lic -- undated on blue

The 2d:

Arms upright.

, with embossed arms

rtrn-A-rtrr rt:rp-nncHE pairs.

Pair with ARMS OMITTEDInverted arms.

SG73, 73a,73b,73c

'.-it, I

Double row of perfs. Partial double impression. Jonkers type OSD2 cancel.

Setting "2d" to right on these three stamps.



New undated on blue with embossed aflns

AN UNCLAIMED LOCAL COVER:

1d stamp on blue granite paper, undated, with embossed arms, PARTIAL DOUBLE

IMPRESSION, struck by a Jonkers type PK2 (Pirie type lll) postmark.

The initials 'nv.L & v.v." stand for von Levetzow and van Veen, agents at Vryheid. There

is a violet type OSD3 Vryheid oval mark on the reverse, dated 1 Jun. 88.

The red ms on the reverse reads "Geadverteerd & Onafgehaald [advertised &

unclaimedl Vrijheid N.R."

Listed twice in Jonkers {p.217). This is ONE OF ONLY TWELVE EXTANT LOCAL

COVERS according to Jonkers.
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New undated on blue with embossed arrns

A COVER TO CAPE TOWN, IN THE CAPE COLONY

A pair of the undated 1d stamps on blue granite paper, with embossed arms,

struck by a Jonkers type PK2 (Pirie type lll) cancel.
2d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Transvaal 2d stamp paid for
postage within the Z.A.R. and Cape Colony.
The Transvaal stamp is cancelled "Utrecht tt/ay...2.A.R," On the reverse there are

a transit mark' "(G.P.)O. Transvaal (M)ay 13 87" and an arrival mark "G.P.O.

Cape Town My 18 87".
Listed in Jonkers (p.219), and pictured in Jonkers'later (Dutch) book, atp.62.
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New blic --:---- undated on blue with embossed arms

A COVER TO THE SAME RECIPIENT IN CAPE TOWN:

I

ry

Faded 2d stamp on blue granite paper, with embossed arms, struck by smudged

oval March 15 87 cancel.
2d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Transvaal 2d stamp paid for

postage within the Z.A.R. and Cape Colony-

The Transvaal stamp is cancelled "utrecht z.A.R. tvlA 16 ZUID AFRIKA',. On the

reverse there are a transit mark "G.P.O. Transvaal Mar 25 87" and an arrival mark

"Cape Town MR 30 87 CaPe ColonY".

Not listed in Jonkers .
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New blic -------- undated on blue te with embossed arrns

A COVER TO PIETERMARITZBURG, IN NATAL

/

.-! I -t.
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Faded 2d stamp on blue granite paper, with embossed arms, undated, struck by
oval cancel dated 7 APR 88.
2d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Natal 1d stamp paid for
postage within Natal.
The Natal stamp is cancelled "Dundee..." On the reverse there are transit marks
'G.P.O. Natal AP12 88" and "HEPMAKAAR NATAL 11 4 88".
Not listed in Jonkers.
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New c -------- undated stam s on blue with embossed afins

A COVER TO BLOEMFONTEIN, IN THE ORANGE FREE STATE:
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Faded 2d stamp on blue granite paper, with embossed arms, struck by a Jonkers

type PK2 (Pirie type lll) cancel.
2d paid for postage within the New Republic, and the Transvaal 2d stamp paid for
postage within the Z.A.R. There is a Utrecht target cancel numeral 11 on the

Transvaal stamp, and on the reverse transit marks "Utrecht Z.A.R. Sep 16 87" and
.G.P.O. Sep 23 87 Transvaal", and red arrival mark "Bloemfontein Sep 27 1887".

Listed in Jonkers (p.219). Thia may be the ONLY EXTANT COVER TO THE

ORANGE FREE STATE.
Certificate B,P.A. Expertising Limited 18 December2A1d, no.85462.
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New lic ---..:- undated on blue with embossed artns

A LOCAL COVER FORWARDED TO UTRECHT, Z.A.R

,./' {,,rr ..6nr, u{ ""!'rr* /n). l'rr,, wi

,/zo
?,
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1d undated on embossed blue granite paper, addressed to Vryheid. Tied by type ODSS (Pirie

type V) cancel. The cancel date is 28 July 88, EIGHT DAYS AFTER NEW REPUBLIC WAS

TNCORPORATED INTO TRANSVAAL (Z.A.R.). The letter has been re-directed "Via Utrecht'
(Postmaster Duivens' handwriting). On reverse ms "Vryheid onbekent [unknown] Zie Dundee", in

Duivens' handwriting; and five handstamps (Rorkesdrift, Natal 16.8; Helpmekaar, Natal 17.8;

Dundee, Natal 20.8; Newcastle, Natal 21.8; and Utrecht Z.A.R 24.8). Curious that local rate was

validly used to take the letter to the Z.A.R.
Listed in Jonkers p. 217, with incorrect cancel date.



New lic undated on blue , with embossed arms

A LOCAL COVER

1/-* lr,) /r-, o%r*)-,
i6

Z/-*--

i iri:

Stained 2d stamp on blue granite paper, undated, with embossed arms, struck by a
Jonkers type ODS3 (Pirie type V) cancel.
2d paid the local postage. There are three Vryheid oval marks, two on the front and
one on the reverse, all dated 28 May 88.
Listed in Jonkers (p.219). This is oNE oF ONLY TWELVE EXTANT LocAL
COVERS according to Jonkers.
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New lic -------- undated s on blue with embossed afins

The 3d and 4d:

A 

TETE-BECHE pair lnverted afins Pair rvith f-gfp-eECHE ARMS

Inverted aruns

rtrg- gtCur pairs, one TtTE-
a-ftfu, the other PIED-A-PIED.

SG74, 7 4a, 7 4c, 7 5, 7 5a, 7 5b, 7 5c,
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New undated on blue with embossed arms

The 6d and 116:

This stamp has inverted embossed arms, but also THE ARMS ARE

REVERSED, that is to say APPLIED ON TIIE REYERSE SIDE, SO THAT
THE INSCRIPTIONS (for example 6'ZUID AFRIKA') REAI) CORRECTLY
ON THE GUMMED SIDE. Stanley Gibbons considers this to be a variety to be

listed in the 2018 catalogue. This is only the SECOND KNOWN EXAMPLE of
this variety.

Upright arrns. Inverted a(ns.

1/6 upright arns. Inverted arms
Upright arrns.

5G76.76a,77,77b
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New undated on with embossed arms

There are 20 denominations in this category (undated, yellow paper,

embossed arms).

The 2d and 3d:

The used stamp has a Jonkers type ODS2 (Pirie V) cancel.

All 2d undated stamps on yellow have embossed anns omitted.

Upright arms.

Three settings.

Pair with TETE-BECHE ARMS.

DOT]BLE IMPRESSIONS.
lnverted arns. TETEA-TETE

TETE.BECHE PAIR
sG78, 79,79b,',19c

l".l l!ttrwE
r: ET]{.JBLI gK

21

ZUI'D.AFRIKA.

+!FFF'F'E

#
I!t

. !1,

rt'
r

t

$ zutp-arntttu.ijs @

. . _". i..;\1..
n

L

' I fi_,*.

: -.i.: ._,;1"!
ti':

r"ii'i;. "'.''.'
l-i,9; rr:' ,

e..,r

i{

1l rl -'( ,

NIEUWE
F?EPUtsLIEK

.r I, rfi'AFRIXA.

d'1
L/

N I EUI-A/E
R6.puil]t-tEt(

Z U }t}.AFRIKA.

.1il,J

IJ



New undated on with embossed arms

The 6d (continued):

BLOCK OF 15, ARMS UPRIGHT, bottom of sheet.
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New Republic -- undated stamps on yellow paper, with embossed arrns

The 6d (continued):

BLOCK OF 13, ARMS TNVERTBD.
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New -- undated stam son llow , with embossed ailns

The 4d and 6d:
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New undated with embossed afinson

The 9d and ls:

Upright arms.

Both upright afins.

lnverted arms.

lnverted arms. Upright afins.
Cert. P.F. no.0202597 212
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undated on with embossed arrns

The ls (continued),116 and 2s:

Both Jonkers type ODS3 cancels. MS cancel by postmaster

D.D. Bierma.

Middle stamp: "Zuid-Afrikd' reduced to

two short slashes. Upright arns.

Both upright ailns.

Cancel is Jonkers type ODS3.
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embossed arrns

The ls (continued>,116 and 2s:

Both Jonkers type ODS3 cancels. MS cancel by postmaster

D.D. Bierma.

Middle stamp: "Zuid-Afrika" reduced to

two short slashes. Upright affns.

Both upright ailns.

Cancel is Jonkers type ODS3.

ARMS OMITTED.
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with embossed arrns

The ls (continued),116 and 2s:

Both Jonkers type ODS3 cancels. MS cancel by postmaster

D.D. Bierma.

Middle stamp: "Zuid-Afrika" reduced to

two short slashes. Upright affns.

Both upright anns.

Cancel is Jonkers type ODS3.

ARMS OMITTED.
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New undated on with embossed arrns

The 10s, f 1, and 30s (10/6 on following page):

Jonkers type Inverted arms; PART ARMS OMITTED
ODS3 cancel DOUBLE IMPRESSION

SIDEWAYS TETE.
BECHE ARMS

Jonkers type ODS3 and Bierma

ms cancels.

Arms upright Arms inverted.

PIED-A-PIED
TETE-BECHE pair
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New- lic ------ undated son

The 10/6 stamp

er with embossed arrns
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The block of four has DOUBLE PERFORATIONS AT LEFT.
The lower middle stamp of the block of six has a IIOUBLE IMPRESSION.
The vertical strip is IMPERFORATE VERTICALLY.
(Sismondo Cert. for the 10/6 single")
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New undated on with embossed anns

The unique f,15 stamp:

Jonkers (L997 pp. 99-100 and 102-3) analyz.edthe records of the

Magistrate and the Treasurer-General of the New Republic, now located in the

Pretoria Archives, with a view to determining how many stamps of each

denomination were ordered. He says, at page 100, *Of 
[the] order dated the

17th I)ecember, 1887, for three f15 stamps only one is known to have

suryived'. This unique stamp was in Jonkers' own collection until his death.

The Stanley Gibbons Catalogue of Commonweahh and British Empire

Stamps 1840-1870 states that "a f15 value ... exists, but is only known

fiscally used".

This stamp is cancelled by MS "AJR Zeg Meester". A.J. Reynecke is

identifled by Jonker ftr. 209) as "zegelmeester' (lit. stamp master). (tle also

initialled the 216 stamp, SG86, shown above.)

The Cavendish auction catalogue of 31 January 2001 says "A world

rdty, this [is] the unique recorded surviving example from an order of only

three requested by the authorities. Being of the same design and forrrat as the

other postage issues (whilst the Republic produced at the same time specific

adhesives for fiscal use) and due also to the fact that manuscript markings

were employed for the cancellation of postal adhesives, it can not be

conclusively proved that this item did not see postal use."

There is a certificate forthis stamp ofB.P.A. Expertising Limited , no.

53,43},dated 12e January 2000, which states as follows:
*NEW REPUBLIC: 1887 fl5 violet, on yellow paper with embossed

Arms, no Wmk, Perf ll yz,lower marginal, pen-cancelled small tear at top, is

geruine."



New Republic ---------- dated postal
stationery

Jonkers says, "On 4 January
1887 three postal stationery items
stamped with the 2d. value were
issued: a smallwhite envelope and
a blue envelope in two sizes. lt is
estimated that about 50 of each
were produced, so a total of 150
envelopes, though there is reason to
think that the number of white
envelopes is actually greater and the
number of blue envelopes smaller."

The inside of the flap on this
white envelope is marked "E.

TAMSEN Warranted Genuine
Transvaal". According to Jonkers,
"The issue of 4 January 1887 went
partly to Tamsen, who marked the
insides of the flaps". Tamsen was a
stamp dealer, born in 1861, who
"dominated the philatelic scene in
southern Africa" and went about
acquiring philatelic material directly
from the postmasters of the New
Republic. Thus the unused white
envelope appears to have been sold
to a dealer.
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NewRepublic ---------- dated postal stafionery

A USED POSTAL STATIONERY ENVELOPE:

The stamp on this pre-stamped cover, one of the frfty or so prepared for use in the New
Republic, is dated 4 Jan 87, like allthe other pre-stamped envelopes.
It is cancelled by a red Vryheid oval Jonkers type ODS1 (Pirie type ll) mark dated 6
Jan 87.
This was local mail, addressed to Goede Hop in the New Republic. lt is listed in
Jonkers' survey of postal stationery, one of ten such items to have survived.
There are no marks on the reverse.
Certificate Philatelic Federation of South Africa no. 13828, 14 July 2A12.
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