Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada
Newsletter
May 2021
16 JUNE PROGRAM:
Derek Smith spoke on Postal History of the New Brunswick
“Cents” Issue of 1860.
Derek was introduced by Ken Lemke.
Derek Smith is from St. John, New Brunswick, born in 1937. He
was educated in business administration, earning a BBA from the
University of New Brunswick in 1958 and an MBA at the
University of California (Berkeley). His entire business career was
with The Investors Group, as an investment analyst and Portfolio
Manager in Winnipeg and Dublin Ireland. On his retirement in
2000, he settled in London, Ont.
A great friend in Winnipeg, the late Don Fraser, got him interested in philately, and especially in
postal history.
Derek’s Maritimes roots led to collections centered on Saint John (postal markings and corner
cards of the Queen Victoria era) which continue to this day with a new addition studying the
hammers made by J.H. Venning for the local Post Office in the 1860’s-1870s). Similarly, the
sea port was responsible for a topical interest in the CPS Empress of Ireland and its tragic sinking
in 1914.
His greatest single collection and study was of transatlantic mail between the UK and the three
Maritime BNA colonies in the pre-stamp period. Exhibits of this material were shown at
BNAPEX, RPSC, and internationally at London 2010 (Large Vermeil).
Always interested in the stamps of pre-Confederation New Brunswick, he has in recent years
become especially keen on the 1860 Cents issue. Included in his efforts has been “seeing what
great items” exist in the field and recording them. It has led to this presentation. He has received
momentous help from many auctioneers, who have allowed him to scan, or sent him scans from,
their catalogues specifically for this purpose.
He really enjoys exhibiting at all levels – in recent years only at the local, regional, and national
levels. This participation adds to the enjoyment of attending stamp shows and conventions. He
titles himself “an exhibitionist”. He also actively gives talks on various philatelic subjects at the
local and regional levels.
He is a member of BNAPS, for which he wrote the “Study Group Centreline” in BNA Topics for
5 years and served on the Investment Committee. He is also a member of RPSC and PHSC.
Wherever he has exhibited, he has become a member of the local clubs – London Philatelic
Society, Oxford Philatelic Society, Nova Scotia Stamp Club, and since the 1980’s, his first stamp
club in Winnipeg.
Derek was thanked by Garfield Portch.
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE
NEW BRUNSWICK “CENTS” ISSUE OF 1860

PRODUCTION AND SALE OF THE DECIMAL STAMPS
As part of the process of moving to a decimal currency system in 1860, the New Brunswick post
office had to produce new stamps denominated in “cents” to replace the existing pence values. In
December 1859, Charles Connell, the Postmaster General, let a contract to the American Bank
Note Company of New York for four values, for
delivery by April for usage on May 1, 1860.
These four were duly delivered:
1¢ for unsealed, open-ended circulars
5¢ for letters to ½ ounce within BNA
(not including Newfoundland)
10¢ for letters to the USA
(ex California and Oregon Territory)
12½¢ for letters to the UK via Canadian ports
The 10¢ value depicted the image of Queen
Victoria, based upon the Chalon portrait
(although the head points right (vs. left on the
painting). The other three were unique in their choice of vignettes.
The 1¢ depicted a locomotive (perhaps the Ossakaeg of the B&NA RR or a Portland type used in
the USA)
The 12½¢ showed a transatlantic steamship (the Royal William, or the SS Washington ??)
The 5¢ portrayed Charles Connell himself! A first in the Empire to
show non-royal personage!
Trouble. There was public furor over Connell’s using his image on the
most-used value, and certainly he wasn’t royalty. He was forced to
resign and was replaced by James Steadman as PMG. The offending
stamp” was withdrawn, and sale of the other cents stamps was
delayed until May 15.
A replacement 5¢ value had to be printed with all haste from ABNC.
ABNC used the 10¢ as a template, merely changing the value sections
“X” and “10” to “5”, and the color to green.
The replacement was delivered in late June or early May and
distributed to post offices. The ERD for the 5¢ stamp is July 18.
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Two values subsequently were added to the set of
Cents stamps.
A 17¢ stamp was ordered in April, featuring the
visage the Prince of Wales, (later to be King Edward
VII). Its timing may have been to coincide with his
visit to Newfoundland and BNA in AugustSeptember. Its principal use was for mail to the UK
via U.S. ports, and for mail to France via the U.K.
In 1863, New Brunswick introduced a drop letter service, rated at 2¢ per half
ounce letter. The stamp again featured a vignette of Queen Victoria.
Interestingly, this was the only Cents stamp without a frame.
THE CONNELL STAMP
Connell was instructed to pay for and destroy all 500,000 copies of the 5¢
brown stamp. The cost was 56 pounds 5 shillings (Currency), of which 25
pounds was for the production of the plate. The stamps were shipped to his
son-in-law Fred Dibblee in Woodstock.
Dibblee cut one stamp from a sheet, which was found in his watch fob in the
mid-1950’s. Connell personally fed all but one or two sheets into a bonfire
in his back yard, and those stamps were separated as gifts to his guests at a
party.
Good bash – most were roughly torn or badly scissored, and fewer than a
dozen of the 25-40 remaining copies are undamaged.
All extant copies are singles with the exception of this one pair.

(Scan: Saskatoon Stamp)

POSTAGE RATES from May 15, 1860
LETTERS TO BNA
Basic Rate: Five Cents for all letters up to onehalf ounce mailed within BNA.
July 13, 1860 – Buctouche to Richibucto.

Of course, from May 15 until mid- July there was
no 5¢ stamp. The most commonly adopted
practice was the use of a bisected 10¢ stamp – a
hangover from the Currency era when various
rates could not be made using just one of the
existing three stamps
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Feb. 2, 1866 – St. John to Hampton
Jan. 4, 1868 – Memramcodok to St. John
July 4, 1867 – St. John to Harvey
(Scans of 1867 & 1868: Eastern Auctions)

CIRCULARS
Rate: One Cent for open-ended unsealed circulars within BNA, to US, UK and rest of the
Empire. Prepayment was compulsory (almost always with a stamp, but could be 1¢ cash)

Nov. 27, 1860 – St. John to Miramichi
May 18, 1867 – St. John to British Guiana
April 9, 1867 – St. John to London U.K.
(All scans: Eastern Auctions)

SOLDIERS’ CONCESSOINARY MAIL
Rate: Two Cents. Soldiers and sailors below the rank of “Officer” were entitled to send letters
anywhere within the Empire for the equivalent of 1d. Stg., or 2¢ from BNA.
Only two covers from the N.B. Cents period are known, both franked with a pair of 1¢ stamps.
Of the two, note that the 1863 letter is mailed to Halifax, N.S. An internal BNA address is very
uncommon at any time.

Jan. 18, 1862 – Woodstock to Ayrshire,
Scotland
(Scan: Eastern Auctions)

1863 – St. John to Halifax, N.S.
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(Scan: Spink)

LETTERS TO ADJACENT TOWNS IN N.B. and MAINE
Rate: 2 Cents.
Letters addressed to adjoining towns in the
U.S. (eg, from St. Stephen to Calais or
Woodstock to Houlton).
The very few known are franked with a pair of
1¢ stamps. (Perhaps only one has come to
market in the past 50 years - this in a 1973
Sissons sale.)

Aug. 13, 1862 - Woodstock to Houlton, ME

DROP LETTERS
Rate: 2 Cents. Abuse of the circular rate for
personal local mail led to the enactment of a 2¢
rate for drop letters in late 1863. The 2¢ stamp
value was specifically issued for this use. Only 3
examples are known at present.
Feb. 14, 1866 – Carleton

REGISTRATION
Registration Fee: 10 Cents plus Postage
From May 15 until August 10, 1865, the
registration fee was 10¢, which had to be
prepaid (although regular postage could be
“collect”). Most such mail was sent using a 10¢
and a bisected 10¢ stamp. (The collection of
Bill Radcliffe contains a cover with 3 x 5¢
stamps.)
Registration Fee: 5 Cents plus Postage
Effective August 11, 1865, the registration fee
was reduced to 5¢. Most covers used a 10¢
stamp. A pair of 5¢ stamps was less common.

10¢ Registration Fee: Feb. 14, 1861
W.O. Albert Mines to Hampton
(Scan: Eastern Auctions)

This cover is one of the best N.B. covers
extant – for color, and “correct everything”.
A strip of 8 x 5¢ stamps pays 40¢ postage for a
letter of 3½ - 4 ounces, with an” upside down”
single 5¢ for the registration fee.

5¢ Registration Fee:
March 29, 1866 – St. John to Halifax

It bears the two-line REGISERED LETTER
No. handstamp in red.

(Scan: Eastern Auctions)
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LETTERS TO
NEWFOUNDLAND
Rate: Thirteen Cents per half ounce was the letter
rate to Newfoundland until 1863. Letters were franked
with only 5¢ in stamps (the BNA rate to a Nova Scotia
port).
The UK GPO handled inter-colony sea mail between
all parts of the Empire, supplying ships, personnel, and
Postage Rate 13¢: Nov. 5, 1862
final delivery to the addressee, for which they expected
Douglastown to St John’s, Nfld
to be (and were!) paid. From BNA, the fee for a single
(Scan: Eastern Auctions)
weight letter was 4d. Stg., equal to 8¢ NB currency,
which was noted in Halifax by a blue or black manuscript “4”.
Rate: Fourteen Cents. In late 1863, the postage
rate was raised by one cent, and full prepayment
by stamps was required. Thus, payment from the
addressee was no longer required.

Postage Rate 14¢: April 21, 1864
Douglastown to St John’s, Nfld.

New accounting procedures were introduced by
the GPO, whereby charges for carriage by sea and
delivery were assessed against the postage paid to
the New Brunswick POD, which again kept only
the 5¢ BNA postage. The manuscript “4”
marking representing the GPO claim was struck in
red.

(Scan: Eastern Auctions)

Virtually all mail from New Brunswick to
Newfoundland from The 1850’s into the 1870’s were orders for supplies, sent by the firm of
Gilmour & Rankin, a major forestry company to J.&W. Boyd, commission and timber merchants
located on Water St. in St. John’s.
LETTERS TO THE UNITED STATES
Rate: 10 Cents for letters up to a half-ounce to all parts of the USA, with the exception of mail
to California and “the Oregon Territories”.

Sept. 4, 1867 – St. John to Portland, ME

May 30, 1866 – Indiantown to Alfred, ME.
Canceller: Numeral Grid “30”

(Scan: Eastern Auctions)
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Rate: 15 Cents for mail to California and the Oregon Territories. This extra fee to the far West
was eliminated in August 1864. Mail to the US west was not common, and much of it did not
reach the addressee, who had moved on.
There is only one cover to Oregon at the lower rate, sold at a 2002 Matthew Bennett auction.

Apr. 30 – Woodstoack to Ranier Oregon

July 3, 1861 – Kingston to San Francisco

(Scan: Bennett)

(Scan: Eastern Auctions)

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL TO THE U.K.
Rate via Canadian Ports: 12 ½ Cents for half-ounce letters to the U.K. via Canadian ports.
Until late 1862, mail could be sent either collect or prepaid in cash or with stamps. From then,
postage had to be prepaid in full, or subject to fines of 6d. Stg. + shortfall. For a short period
thereafter, a hammer “New Brunswick Paid” was struck in red as mail bags were made up in
Sackville, N.B.

Sept. 29, 1862 – Newcastle to Edinburgh
July 8, 1861 – St. John to London

Rate via U.S. Ports: 17 Cents. From New
Brunswick, only a few covers are known, as
Halifax was closer in time and distance. This
particular cover has appeared about 3 times
over the past 50 years, exceptional for most
scarcer N.B. material.
Sept. 14, 1866 – St. John to London
(Scan: R Siegel)
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LETTERS TO BERMUDA
Rate: 13 Cents until late 1863, raised to 14
Cents. Postage rates to Bermuda were similar to
those to Newfoundland.
No pre-1863 covers are recorded, so the “handling
practice” is not known. This is the only cover I
have seen, from the latter period, when the GPO
claim from the N.B. POD was 4d. Stg. (9 cents)
marked in red manuscript.

14¢ Rate: Feb. 24, 1868 – St. John to
Hamilton, Bermuda
(Scan: Eastern Auctions)

LETTERS TO BRITISH WEST INDIES

Nov. 20, 1865 – St. John to Barbados
(Arrival Marking DE 21 / 65)

Rate: 22 Cents. Only four covers from New
Brunswick to the B.W.I. area are recorded,
three covers to Barbados and one to Jamaica
(ex Argenti, in 1963 Harmer Rooke sale, but
with only the stamps and post mark pictured
in the catalogue).

NEW BRUNSWICK STAMPS “RETIRED”
After Confederation, the New Brunswick POD ceased to exist, with its functions melded into the
Canadian Post Office Department. Its stamps were replaced by the Canadian Large Queen Issue,
officially on April 1, 1868.
Although holdings of
N.B. stamps could not be
“traded in” or sold back
to the post office, they
could be used for “a
reasonable”
period
thereafter, a definition
evidently
left
to
postmasters’ discretion.
Perhaps the latest use is
this cover, which used
three 1¢ N.B. stamps to
properly
pay
the
Canadian 3¢ letter rate,
mailed from Fredericton to St. John, dated March 24, 1870. (Scan: Eastern Auctions)

- 8 -

